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The West.

The We3t, the West, the golden West,' '

Land of the pioneer, ' V'

Thr treauii are wide, thy prairies yast, "

Thy skies are broad and clear;
And thoa canst boast of mines of wealth,

A rieh and fruitful soil.
Of dau;hters fair and noble sons,

Who fear not manly toil.

The West, the West, our own free West.
Thy winter storms we love.

Thr smiling fields and ringing birds, '

And thy bright skies above; - . .

There" beauty in thy forests dark,
Where silver streamlets sleep;

There's freedom in the riven wide.
That through our valleys sweep.

Let others boast of granite hills.
That tower above the plains.

Let others boa!t of sea-gi- rt isle
Where spring eternal reigns;

Bat give to me our own free West,
No granite hills or seas.

We've dancing rills and Cower? dales,
Lovslier far than these.

Tbe sunny South has orange groves,.
That bloom the whole year Ion;,

And birds that warble in their boughs
A tweet and pensive son?;

But their sweet song no power hath
To sooth the aching breast,

Wben every note is mingled with
The groans of the oppressed. -

In onr free West men do not crouch .
Beneath the driver's lash,

No haying of the hounds is heard
On track of human flesh; "

Bat Freedom's voice on Freedom's air
Is borne upon our waves ;

Tbe hreesc that floats ground onr home
Bears not the breath of slaves.

The West, the West, my childhood home.
Thrice dear thou art to me.

Long may thy daughters live to bless, .

Long may thy sons be free;
When age on age shall roll away.

And we from earth shall rest.
May noble generations rise

To guard our glorious West.

I

INAUGUiiAI ADDRESS r
HON. EOBEHT 3. WAIXEH,

GOVERNOR OF KANSAS TERRITORY.
Delivered in Lecompton, May 27, 1357.

FeUoio Citizens of Kansas;
At the earnest request of the President j

oi tne unuea states, x nave accepted the
jcrsitionof Governor of the Territory of!
Kansas. The President, with the cordial
concurrence of all his cabinet, expressed
to me the conviction, that the condition of
Kansas was fraught with imminent peril
to the Union, and asked me to undertake
the settlement of that momentous ques
tion, which has introduced discord and
civil war throughout your borders, and
threatens to involve vou and our country in
the same common ruin. This was a duty '

iinuflVMUIHl, U1U UlillltU Ul M1UCU
I could not decline, consistently with my
view of the sacred obligation which every
citizen owes to his country.

The mode of adjustment is provided in
the act organizing your Territory, namely,
by the people of Kansas, who, bv a major-
ity of their own votes, must tlecide this
question for themselves in forming their
State Constitution.

Under our practice the preliminary act
of framing a State Constitution, is uniform-
ly performed through the instrumentality
cf a convention of delegates chosen by
the people themselves. That convention
is now about to be elected by you under
the call of the Territorial Legislature, cre-
ated and still recognized by the authority
of Congress, and clothed by it, in the
comprehensive language of tho organic
law, with full power to make such an en-
actment The Territorial Legislature,thcn,
in assembling this convention, were fully
sustained by the act of Congress, and the
authority of the, convention d'tftipnj!
iccugnizeikjn my lnstructionsirom uie
President of ctheTJnited States. Tnose
who oppose this "course, cannot aver the
alleged irregularity oftheTerritorial Legisl-
ature, whose laws in town and city elect-
ions, in corporate franchises, and on all
other subjects but slavery ther acknowl
edge by their votes and acquiescence. If
that Legislature was invalid, then arc we
without law or order in Kansas, without
town, city, or county organization, all legal
and judicial transactions are void, all titles
nnlL and auarchy reigns throughout our
borders.

It is my duty, in seeing that all constitu
tional laws are fairly executed, to take care,
as far as practicable, that this election of
delegates to the convention shall be free
from fraud or violence, and that they shall
he protected in their deliberations.

" ; ' '
The people of Kansas, then, are invited

ty the highest authority known to the
Constitution,to participate freely and fairly
in the election of delegates to frame a Cou".
stitution and State Government. . The law
aas performed its entire appropriate func--
tion, wneu u extends to the people the
fight of suffrage; but it cannot compel the
Fnormance of that duty. Throughout
our whole Union, however, and wherever
free government prevail?, those who Wb
stain from the exercise of the right of Buff-ag- e,

authorize those who do vote to act for
them in that contingency, and the, 'absent-ees are as much bound under tha law and
institution, where there is m fraud or vi-
olence, bv the act of the maiariH r

ho do vote, as though all had particimted
the election. Otherwise, as voting must

pe voluntary, wrmLI
practicable, and monarch-- 0r despotism

;ould remain as the only eltcrnative.
lou should not console yourselves, mv

xeuow citizens, with, toe reflection that vou
"'ay, by a subsequent vote, defeat the rati

ionoithe Constitution. 'Although
nfflanil0U3t0secure Ton exercise
P1 that great constitutional right,- - and be--
nIS "atthe Convention is the servant

not the master of the people, vet I have
erw dictate the rxedinga of that

th?" carmt doubt, however, the course
25; ?Uadcpt on thia subject. But whv

'ae "azard of the preliminary forma-;lo-n
of a Constitution hreged by yen, vhen a majority, "by their

ownvotes,coui4i control the forming ofthat

WULsdtn Convention is notSlM and that the election willSiSfti ndncted.: The
susiaiure 18 ttie power or--Zii.- -

tS? r P-
- y the Congress of

ean7 ? federal ttov--
to ifgislature was called inUfcng by the;CongressTof 1854. and 1
u.-- r?w ae very latest Con.rrpKior.ai

on. It is recognized by
'
the present

Chief Magistrate of the Union, just chosen
by the American people, ami many of its
acta are now in operation here by universal
assent. At the Governor of the Territory
of Kansas, 1 must supjiort the laws and
the Constitution; and I have no othar al-

ternative under my oath, but to see that all
Constitutional law are fully and fairly ex-
ecuted. - , , . t

I see in this act calling the Convention,
no improper or unconstitutional restric-
tions upon the right of suffrage. I see in
it no test-oat-h or other similar provisions
objected to in relation to previous laws, but
clearly repealed aa repugnant to the provi-
sions of thw act, co far aa regard the elec-
tion Of delegates to this Convention. ' Itia
said that a fair and full vote will not be tak-

en. Who can safely predict auch a result?
Nor is it just for a majority, as they allege,
to throw the power into the hand of a
minority.from a mere apprehension (I trust
entirely unfounded) that they will not be
permitted to exercise the right of suffrage.
If by fraud or violence, a majority should
not be permitted to vote, there is a remedy,
it is hoped, in the wisdom and justice of
the Convention itself, acting under the

of an oath, and a proper responsi-
bility to the tribunal of public opinion.
There is a remedy, ako, if such facti can
be demonstrated in the refusal of Con-
gress to admit a State into the Union, iin--

j der a Constitution imposed by a minority
uih. u maionry dv irauct or violence, m- -
deed, I cannot doubtIhnt thg C'pnver)."?optf
afr-Jia"v47-

ri

win supmiijtiurratiucation or rejection
by a majority of the then actual Ivna fide
resident settlers of Kansas. ' .

"With these views, well known 'to the'
President and Cabinet, and approved by
them, I accepted the appointment of Gov-
ernor of Kansas. My instructions from
the President, throug'h the Secretary of
State, under date of the 30th of March
last, sustain " die regular Legislature of tiie
territory " in " assenMing a Convention to

furm a Constitution," and they express the
opinion of the President, that wlten'such
a Constitution sluill he submitted to t7te peo
ple of tJte Territory, they must be pretectal in
the exerase of tneir rigid of rUing for or
against tliat instrument; and Ote fair expres-
sion of the populir will must not be interrup-
ted bu fraud or violence."

I repeat then, as my clear conviction,
in.ii uniess ine uonveution suhmit the
Constitution to the vote of all the actual
resident settlers of Kansas, and the elec
tion be fairly and justly conducted, the
Constitution will 1, ami ought to be, re- -
jectel hy Congress,

There are other i
uu noum participate m uie election 01

delegates to this Convention. Kansas is
to become a new State, created out of th
public domain, and will designate her
boundaries in tile fundamental law. To
most of the land within her limits, the In-
dian title, unfortunately, is not yet extin-
guished, and this land is exempt from set
tlement, to the grievous lniurv of the
people of the State, Having passed many
years of my life in a new State, and repre-
sented it for a long period in the Senate of
the United States, I know the serious en-
cumbrance arising from large bodies of
lands within a State to which the Indian
title in not extinguished. Upon this sub-
ject the Convention may act by such just
ana constitutional provisions as will ac 1

celerate the extinguishment of Indian;
titles.

There is, furthermore, the question rf j

railroad grants made by Congress to all
the new States but one, (where the routes
could not be agreed upon,) and, within a
few months past, to the flourishing Terri-
tory of Minnesota. This munificent grant
of fonr millions and a half of acres, was
made to Minnesota, even in advance of
her becoming a State, and will enable our j

sister Stato of the Northwest, under the
auspices of her present distinguished Ex-
ecutive, speedily to unite her railroad sys-
tem with ours,

Kansas is undoubtedly entitled to grants

enjoy

the

of

and

are

in of

this

to just made have complete
this Convention free

take important action.1 emies, and great in all of
arc grants tuition should be free to our

Congress, to to people. that
Now, if like State of Illi-- arts, model and all

nois, in hereafter these lands to
to build these roads, should

reserve least, the - seven per cent, of
their gross annual it is quite cer-
tain that so soon as these roads are con-

structed, such, will be the large payments
into the treasury of our that there
will be no necessity to impose in Kansas
any Stater tax whatever, especially if the
Constitution should contain wise provi- -
sions against the creation of State debts.

The grant to ther State of
the Illinois Central liailroad, passed nn-- j

der wise and patriotic auspices of her
distinguished Senator, was made Wfore

pernicious exposed in
tvasningion, Jtaa invaded tne nans 01
Congress; and, therefore, that State, un- -
like most others which obtained
grants, was enabled - to make this great
reservation for the benefit of the State.
Thia constitutes of itself a conclusive rea-
son why these railroad grants should be
reserved in the ordinance accompanying
our btasc Constitution, so that our State
might have the whole benefit of the grant,
instead large lortions being given to!
agents appointed to obtain these grants by j

companies substantially in many cases for
tneir own oenenv: attnougn- - in the name
of the fctate.

There is another reason vhv these
railroad grants should thus be reserved in

is

should these reservations interfere with
the on reserved settlers,
or with sections.

These grants to States, as is proved
the aug
mented proceeds of tbe sales of
public lands, their value,

their sale and
prices the governme-

nt,-while the lands
of the him new mar-
kets and diminished cost of transporta-
tion, On thia subject, Mr. Buchanan,
always friend of new States,

recent inaugural uses the following
language: V. V v
""6 nation in the tide of time hai'ever been

blessed with so rich and noble iaheritaaee as
we enjoy in the lands. Ia administering

trncL. while' it wise to
grant of them for the improvement of

yet we snoum forget tnai
ia our cardinal policy to reserve-- the laada as
much aa be for actual settler: asd this at

prieea. thaa ot ssilr best
promote the prosperity of the new States by

them hardy and indepe ndent raea of
honest and eitiiens, met shall secure
homes our children and oar ebdldrea'

aa well aa thoee from

who may seek in this eonntry to improve their
condition and the blessings of civil and
religious liberty.

Our American railroada, now exceeding
twenty-fou- r thousand, miles completed,
have greatly advanced the pros-
perity and progress of the country, while
linking it together in bonds of ever

commerce and intercourse, and
tending by these to soften or ex-
tinguish sectional passions and .prejudice,
and thus perpetuate the", union of the
State.-- ' This system, it is clearly the :

in-

terest of the whole country, shall progress
until State west of the
shall be, like those east of that in
tersected by a net-wo- rk railroad, un-

til the whole, at various points, shall reach
the shores of the Pacific.

The policy of such grants by Con-

gress is now clearly established,
whatever may have prevailed, in
the minds of a few persons as to the con-

stitutionality of such grants, when based
only upon the transfer of portion of the
public domain, in the language of the
President, "for the of the re-

mainder yet when they made, as
now proposed in the ordinance accompa-in-g

Constitution, consideration
our relinquishing the to tax the pub-
lic lands, .such become, in. fact,
sales 'for ample and their
constitutionality is placed beyond all doubt
or controvert v.- - For reason, also, and

similar those to Minnesota, j soon a system of Common
and upon question the ! Schools, with Normal Schools, Acad-ma- y

j a University,
These, recollect, made by j which all

not companies, but States, t In University the mechanic
Kansas, the j with .workshops, the

granting
companies

at
receipts,

State,
!

j

Illinois, fori

the
j

the system, lately j

!

recent

of

I

greatly
the

enhanced
greatly
by

his

aa

nt
.Wejhall

industrious
chil-

dren,

in order that these grants may made
ftr ample and.uiion grounds

clear, constitutional authority, it is
most wise that they should included in
our ordinance, and take effect by compact
when the btate is admitted uito the Union,

If my will could have prevailed, as re-
gards the public lands, as indicated in my
jmblic career, and especially in the bill
presented by me, as Chairman of the
Committee of Lauds, to the Sen-
ate of the United States, which passed
that body, but failed in the House, I would
authorize no sales of these except
for settlement and reserving
not merely a but a home-
stead of a quarter section of land in favor
of every actual settler, whether coming
from other States or emigrating from Eu-

rope. Great and populous States would
thus rapidly be added to the confederacy,
until we should soon have one unbroken
line of States from the Atlantic to the
Pacific, giviug immense additional power
and security to the Union, and facilitating
intercourse lietween all its parts. This
would be alike beneficial to the old and
to the new States. To the working men
of the old States, as well as of the new,
it .would be of incalculable
not merely by affording them a home in
the West, but by maintaining the wages
of labor,' by enabling the working classes
to emigrate and become cultivators of the
soil, when the rewards of dailytoil
sink below a fair remuneration. .Every new-State-

,

besides, adds to the customers of
the old States, consuming their

employing their merchants, giving
business to their vessels ami canals, their
railroads and cities, and a powerful im-
pulse to their industry and prosperity.
Indeed, it is the growth of the mighty
West which has added, more than all oth
er, causes combined, to the power and
prosperity of the whole country; while at
the same time, through the channels of
business and commerce, it has been build- -
ing up immense cities in the Eastern, At
lantic and States, and replenishing
the Federal Treasury with large payments
from the settlers upon tne public
rendered of real value only by their labor;
and thus, from increased exports; bring-
ing back augmented imports, and soon
largely increasing the revenue of the Gov
ernment from that source also.

Without asking anything new from
Congress, if Kansas can Teceive, on com
ing into the Union, all the usual grants,
and use them she can not
only speedily cover herself with a net

of railroads, but, by devoting all the
rest to purposes of education, she would

sciences should be taught, and especially
in connection with a

farm.
Although you ask nothing more in your

ordinance than has been already granted
to the other new States; yet view of the
sacrifice of life and property incurred by
the people of Kansas, in establishing here
the great principles of State and popular

and thus the
Union,Congress doubtless will regard with
indulgent favor the new State of Kansas,
and will welcome her into the Union with
joyful congratulations and a most liberal
policy as to the public domain,

The full benefit of that great measure,
tne graduation ana 01 tne price
of the public lands in favor only of set
tiers and cultivators, so often
me in the and in the Treasury

and finally adopted by Con-

gress, also be secured in our ordi-
nance. Having witnessed in new States
the deep injury inflicted upon them by
large of their most fertile land be
ing monopolized Dy speculators, 1 sug--

gest, in accordance with the public poi--

icy, ever. advocated by me, that our entire
laud tax, under the for the
next twentv years be confined ex
clusively to unoccupied landwhether
owned bv residents or as
one of the best mean of guarding against

tiers and cultivators against the monopoly
of our public domain by speculators.

As regards the school lands of the new
States; the following views will be found
in my reports of the 6th of. December,
1S47, and 9tU of December, 1848, as Sec
retary of the Treasury of the United

"The recommendation contained in my last
port for the establishment cf ports of entry in
Oregon, and tne extension tnere or revenue
laws, is again. rea&ectfalU presented to the con-
sideration of Congress, together with donations
of farms to aetf ler ami emigrants, mai the grant
of quarter of section ia the centre of every
nnsrter of township, which woald brine the
school house within point not exceeding mile
and half in distance trom tne most remote in--

,AndagaittiSl',;:""
lly last report recommended'the" grant of"one

seeuon.ef land for schools ia every Quarter tow- -

ehio ia Oregon. Coneres. to
ho extent, adontad thia iweommeadiuos. by

granting two school sections in eeh township,
fit&ii tf one. tar in Oregon: but it h
respectfully suggested that even thus extended,
the grant is stiii inadequate in anion nt. whilst
ihe location is inconvenient, and too remote for

school which all can attend. The is
srain nrwntii to the of Conzress.wita
the that it shall be extended to

our ordinance. ' monopoly of our. choice lands by specu- -
- It to seenre these lands to the State j lators. I desire, in fact, to see onr Con-befo- re

large bodies of them are engrossed j yentiort exercise the whole constitutional
by especially along the con- - j ower of a to guard our rights and
templated lines of railroads. Tn no case interests, and especially to protect the set- -

rights t
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California and Sew Mexico, and also to all the
ether new States and Territories containing the
pablie domain.

Acting upon the first of these recom-
mendations, but not carrying them fully
into effect, Congress doubled the school
section grants an advance upon the for-

mer system. "But in my judgment, the
benefits intended will never be fully real-
ized until four school sections, instead of
two, are granted in every township, locat-

ing the school section in the eentre of ev-

ery quarter township?-- thus, by only doub-
ling . the school sections, causing ; every
section of the. "public domain in the new
Statei-t- ii Adjoin a KchooT section, which
wdnld'atld immerrsly to thevalue of the
public lands, whilst at the same time af-

fording an adequate fund not only for the
establishment of Common Schools in every
township, . but of High ' Schools Normal,
Schools, j and free Academies, which,
together with the five percent, fund, ami
University grant lefore referred to, would
place Kansas in a few years, in point of
science andcdu?ation, in the front rank of
the States of the American Union and of
the world. This is a subject always re-

garded by me with intense interest, inas-
much as my highest hoje of the perpetuity
of our Union and of, the continued success
of is based upon the pro-

gressive education and enlightenment of
the people, 'enabling them fully to com-

prehend their own true interests, the" in-

calculable ad vantages of our Union, the
exemption from the power of demagogues,
the Control of sectional passions and prej-
udice, the progress ofarts and sciences, and
the accumulation of knowledge, which is
every day more and more becoming real
power, and which will advance so much
the great interests ofonr whole country.

These noble grants for schools and edu-
cation in some of the new States, have not
produced all the advantages designed, for
want of adequate checks and guards against
improvident legislation; but I trust thatthei
Convention by a distinct constitutional
provision, will surround these lands such
guarantees, legislative, executive, judicial
and popular, as to require the combined ac-

tion of the whole under the authority of
the Legislature in the administration of a
fund so sacred. -

It will lie observed that these school sec-

tions and the five per cent, fund, or their
equivalent, have always been made good
to the new States by Congress, whether the
lands were sold in trust, for Indians, or oth-
erwise.

Upon looking at the location of Kansas,
equi-dista- nt from North to South, and
from the Atlantic to the Pacific, I find,
that within reasonable boundaries, she
would be the central State of the Ameri-
can Union. On the North lies Nebraska
Territory, soon to becone a State; on the
South the great and fertile South-Weste- rn

Indian Territory, soon, I hope, to become a
State also. To the boundary of . Kansas
run nearly all the railroads of Missouri,
whilst westward, ' northward and south-
ward, these routs continued through Kan-
sas, would connect her directly with Puge-Soun- d,

the mouth of the Oregon River, and
San Francisco. The southern boundary
of Kansas is but five hundred miles from
the Gulf of Mexico, and the same railroad
throughthe great South-Weste- rn Indian
Teritorv and Texas, would connect her with

ew Orleans with Galveston, with all the
roads of Arkansas, and through Texas to
San Francisco and other points on the Pa
cific r Northward and Eastward our lines
would connect with the roads of Iowa, Illi
nois, Wisconsin, Nebraska, Minnesota, and
the Lakes of the North.

.

- It is the iieople of Kansas who in form
ing their State Constitution, are to declare
the terms on which they propose to enter
theL nion. Congress cannot compel the peo
ple of a Territory to enter the Union as a
State, or change, without their consent, the
Constitution framed by the people. Con-

gress, it is true, mar for constitutional rea
sons refuse admission, but the State alone
in forming her Constitution, can prescribe
the terms on which she ? will enter the
Union. This power of the people of a
Territory in forming a State Constitution
is one of vital importance, especially in
the States carved out of the public do-

main. Nearly all the land of Kansas are
public lands, and .most of them are occu
pica rv inuian inoes. inese lands are
the property of the federal governmnt,but
their right is exclusively that of a proprie
tor, carrying with it no political power,
j Although the States cannot tax the con
stitutional functions of the federal govern
ment, thev may assess its real estate with
in the limits of the State. Thus, although
a Mate cannot tax the lederai mint or
custom houses, vet it may tax the ground
on which they stand, unless exempted by
State authority. - Such is the well settled
doctrine of the Supreme Court of the
united States, In 18J8, Judge McLean
of the Supreme Court of the United States
made the following decision:

" It is true the I'nitcd States held the oronrie
tory rirht under the act of eewion. and also tho
richtof suvereienty until the State sovernnient
wAsesisuiuuieu j um inu oirrc proprietory
if it exist, gives no ngbt ot sovereignty, ine
I'nitod States may own land within a State, bat
political jurisdiction does not follow this owner-
ship. Where jurisdiction is necessary, as for
forts and arsenal j. a eesston of it is obtainca from
the State. Even the lands of the I'nitcd States
within tbe State, are exempted from taxation by
compact. . .

By the recent decision of the Supreme
Court of the United States, so justlr fa
vorable to the rights and interest of the
new States, especially those formed out of
the Territory acquired, like Kansas, since
the adoption of the Constitution, it is clear
that the ownership of the public lands ot
such Territory is viewad by the Court ex
clusively as a proprietory right, carrying
with it no political power or right ot emi
nent domain, arid affecting in no way the
exercise of anv of the sovereign attributes
of State atrthority. i When Kansas becomes
a State, , with all the attributes of State
soverejgntv.co-cxtensiv- e with jicr limits,
among these must evthe taxing power,
which1 is an inherent element of State
authority. : I .'do .not . dispute .the - title
of the government to the public lands of
Kansas, but 1 do say, that this right is
that of an' owner, oulvaad that when
Karwiaa becomes a State, the public lands
are subject to taxation by State authority,
like those of any individual proprietor,
unless that power '.is. relinquished by the
State in the Ordinance, "assuming the form
of a compact, by which, the otate is admu- -

tetLUuo the Lnwn. .

reUnquiskmeiit of the taxing power
as to the public lands, so important , to. ine
general government and which has here-

tofore been exacted. W Gmsress oh their
own terms . from "all the new' States,
deenlv iniuribus to the Staie; deprivin
her almost entirely, of the' principal re-

course of a new State by taxation to sup-

port her government. Now, that, this
question ia :"conclusivetysettled . by the
Supreme Court of' the United Stales; &s

a consequence of their recent decision, itJ
is proper for the State, ui making this re-

linquishment of the right to. tax the pub-
lic lands,, to annex the ' conditions on
which Bhe consents to such exemption.
This should' be done in the destitution,
upon terms just to Kansas and to the
Federal government. . .

buould Kansas relinquish the right , of
taxing the ' public lands for Wqnivalents,
she ;shonld.r in rny' judgmenf, although
sustained by irresistablc conclusions from
the decision of the Supreme. Court of the
united rotates, and sound constitutional
views of State Rights,' ' place the que;
tion iirits rtrongestr form, by "asking-nothin- g

more than has been granted to the
other new States, including the grants for
Education, Railroads, &c. She will thus
give the highest proof that she is not
governed by sordid views, and that she
means to exact nothing from Congress that
is unjust or unusual.

1 cannot too earnestly impress upon vou
the necessity of removing the slavery agi-
tation from the halls of Congress,' and Pres-
idential conflicts. It .is-- conceded that
Congress has no power to interfere with
slavery in the States where it exists ; and
if it can now be established, as is clearly
the doctrine of the Constitution, that Con-
gress has no authority to interfere with the
people of a territory on this subject, in
forming a State Constitution, the question
must be removed from Congressional and
Presidential elections. ' '

This is the principle affirmed bv Con
gress in the act organizing this Territory,
ratified by the people of the United States
in the recent election, and maintained by
the late decision of the Supreme Court
of the United States. If this principle
cau be carried into successful operation in
Kansas that her people shall determine
what shall ba her social institutions the
slavery question must be withdrawn from
the halls of Congress, and from our Pres-
idential conflicts, and the safety of the
Union be placed beyond all peril: whereas,
if the principle should be defeated here,
the slavery agitation must be renewed in
all elections throughout the country, with
ncreasing bitterness, until it shall even

tually overthrow the government.' ;

It is this agitation which, to European
powers, presents the only hope of sub
verting our free institutions, and, as a
consequence, destroying the principle of

throughout the world.
It is this hope that has already inflicted
deep injury upon our country, exciting
monarchical or despotic interference with
our domestic as well as foreign affairs, and
nducing their interposition, not only ; in

our elections, but in diplomatic inter-
course, to arrest our progress, to limit our
influence and power, depriving us of great
advantages in peaceful territorial expan-
sion, as well as in trade with the nations
of the world.

Indeed, when I reflect upon the hostile
position of the European press, ' during
the recent election, and their exulting
predictions of the dissolution of our Union
as a consequence of the triumph of a
sectional candidate, I cannot doubt that
the peaceful and permanent establishment
of these principles, now being subjected
to their final test in Kansas, will termi- -
nate European opposition to. all those j

measures which must so much increase''!
our commerce, furnish new markets for !

our products and fabrics, and by couserva- - !

tive peaceful progress, carry our flag and j

the empire of our Constitution into new
and adjacent regions, indispensable, as a!
part of the Union, to our welfare and se- -
cunty, adding coffee, sugar-an- other arti-- ;
cles to our staple exports, while greatly j

reducing their price to the consumer.
ror is it only in our foreign intercourse

that peace will be preserved, andourpros- -
Hrity advanced, by the accepted fact of

the permanence of our Government, based
upon the. peaceful settlement of this
question in Kansas, but at home the
same sentiment will awaken renewed

carry wheth-o- f

expectations; votes,
lnovi'iueiiL ui rjiirupuan capiiai win now
in upon us for permanent investment, and
a new exodus of the masses, j

aided bv the principle, carry
westward the advancing column of Amer-- j
ican States one unbroken phalanx to the
Pacific.

And, let mo ask vou, what possible
good hxs lieen accomplished bv agitating
in Congress, and m Presidential conflicts,
the slavery question? Has it emancipa--
ted a single slave, their con- -
dition? Has.it sinsrle State free,
where slavery otherwise would have ex-
isted? ' Has it accelerated disappear--
ance of slavery from the more northern
of the slave-holdi- States, or accom-- H

plished any practical; good whatever.?
No, mv fellow citizens, nothing but un
mitigated evil has already ensued, with
disasters more fearful impending for
the future, as a consequence of this agita
tion. .

TThere is a law more than the
legislation of man, more potent than pas-
sion prejudice, that must ultimately de-

termine the location of slavery
country ; it is the isothermal it is
the law of. thermometer, of latitude
or altitude, climate, labor and
productions, and as a consequence,' profit

loss. Thus even upon the mountain
heights of the tropics, slavery, can no
more, exist, than in Northern latitudes,
because it is unprofitable, being unsuited
to the constitution of ' that sable " race
transplanted here" from the - equatorial
heats. Africa. .Why, is it that in
Union, "slavery from, the North,
and progresses South? .It is this same

climatic law now operating for or
against slavery in Kansas. - If, on the'el-erate- d

plains of Kansas, stretching to the
base xif our American Alps the Rocky
Mountains and .including their eastern

crowned with perpetual snow, from
which sweep over her open prairies those
chilling blasts reducing the range
of the themometer here to a
nearly as' low a that of New England,
should render slavery unprofitable here,
becajose unsuited the tropical constitu-
tion of negro race, the aw above re-

ferred' to, must ultimately determine that
buestiori here, nd can more "be

by the legislation of man, than any
other moral or physical, law of .the Al-
mighty. Fpccially must this law. operate
with irresistable force thisT

where number of slaves is limited,
cannot be increased; by importation,

where many millions of acres ofsugar and
cotton lands aretanuiictivated,'aEd,
from ever augmenting demand ex
ceeding the supply,' the of those
great baa nearly doubled, demand--

ing vastly more slave labor for their pro-
duction.. i f- - , i

If, from the, operation of these causes,
slavery should not exist here I trust it by
no means follows that Kansas' should be-

come State controlled by4hc treason
and fanaticism of abolitionism. She has,
in , any ivcnt, . certain constitutional
duties to perform her sister States,
and especially to1 her immediate neig-
hborthe' slave-holdi- : State of Mis-
souri. ,i Through that great State by rivers
and railroads, must .flow to a great extent
our trade and intercourse, our imports and"
exports. ' nir entire eastern front is upon
her boittor, from Missouri come a
number of her citizens ; even the farms of
the two States are cut by the line of State
boundary, part in Kansas, part in Missouri;
her citizens meet ns in daily intercourse,
and that Kansas should become hostile to
Missouri, an. asylum : for her . fugitive
slaves, or a propagandist of alolition trea-

son, would be alike inexpedient and un-

just, and fatal to the continuance of the
American Union. In any event then, I

that the Constitution of Kansas will
contain such clauses as will forever secure
to the State of Missouri the faithful per-

formance of all "constitutional guarantees,
not only by Federal, but by State authori-
ty, and the supremacy within our limits,
of the authority of the Supreme Court of
the United States on all constitutional
questions le firmly established.

Upon the South, Kansas is bounded by
the great South-wester- n Indian Territory.
This is one of the most salubrious and
fertile portions of this continent. It is a
great cotton growing region, admirably
adapted by soil and climate for the pro-

ducts of the South, embracing the valleys
of the Arkansas and Red River, adjoining
Texas on the South and Wert, and Arkan-
sas on the East, and it ought speedily to
liecome a State of the American Union.
The Indian treaties will constitute no ob-

stacle any more than precisely similar
treaties did in Kansas, for their lands, val-

ueless to them, now for sale, but which,,
sold with their consent and for their ben-

efit like the Indian land of Kansas, would
make them a most wealthy and prosperous
people, and their consent on these terms
Would be cheerfully given. This
Territory contains double the area of the
State of Indiana, and if necessary, an ad-

equate irtion of the Western and more j

elevated part could be set apart exclusive
ly for these tribes, and the Eastern and
larger portion be formed into a State, and
its lands sold forthe benefit of these tribes,
(like the Indian lands of Kansas,) thus
greatly promoting all their interests. To
the Eastern boundary of this region on
the State of Arkansas, run the railroads
of that State ; to her southern limits come
the great railroads from Louisiana and
Texas, from New Orleans and Galveston,
which will ultimately be joined by rail-
roads from Kansas, leading through this
Indian Territory, connecting Kansas with
New Orleans, tlie Gulf of Mexico, and with
the Southern Pacific Railroad, leading
through Texas to San Francisco.

It is essential to the true interests, not
only of Kansas, but of Louisiana, Texas
and' Arkansas, Iowa and Missouri, and the
whole region west of the Mississippi, that
this South-Weste- rn Indian
Territory should speedily become State,
not only to supply us with cotton, and re--

ceive. our products in return, but as occu-
pying the area over which that iortion of!
our railroads should run, which connect
ns with new New Orle&ns and Ualveston,
and by the Southern route with the Paci- -
tie. From her central position, through
or connected with Kansas, must run the
Central, Northern and Southern routes to
the Pacific, and with the latter, as well as
with the Gulf, the connection can only be
secured by this South-Weste- rn Territory
becoming a State.and to this Kansas should
direct her earnest attention, as essential to
her prosperity.

Uur country and tne world arc regaru

out irauuyr viuiuuce, wiieutcr uie j;ic;ii,
principles ofself-governme- and State
sovereignty can be carried here into suc- -
cessful operation, are the questions now to
lie determined, and upon the plains of
Kansas mav now be fought the last great
and decisive battle, involving the tate ot
the Union, of State sovereignty, of self-
government, and the liberties of the world,
If, my fellow citizens, vou could, even lor

brief period, soften or extinguish
sectional passions or prejudice, and Tift
yourselves to the full realizationarof the
momentous issues entrusted to your de-

cision, you would feel, that no greater
responsibility was. ever devolved on any
people. It is not merely shall slavery
exist in disappear from Kansas, but
shall the great principles of

and State sovereignty be maintained
or subverted. State sovereignty is mainly
a practical principle in so far ss it is illus-
trated by the great sovereign right of the
majority of the people in forming State
Government to adopt their own social
institutions, . and . this principle is disre-
garded whenever such decision is subvert-
ed by Congress, or overthrown by external
intrusion, or by domestic fraud or violence.
All those who oppose this principle,
the enemies of State rights, of

of the Constitution and the Uni-

on..-. Do you love slavery so much, or
hate it so intensely, that you. would en-

deavor to establish or exclude , it by fraud
violence, against the will of the major-

ity of the people 1 What is Kansas with
or without slavery, if she should destroy
the rights-an- Union of the States ? Where
would be her schools, her. free academics,
her Colleges and University, her towns
and cities, her railroads farms artd villages.
without the" Union, and the principles of

?. here would be her
peace and prosperity, and what the value
of her lands and property ? can de-

cide this question for Kansas; if not the
people -- themselves? and if they cannot,
nothing but the sword can become the
arbitrer..,.:, .. . :. .
"
V0n the .one hand, if you can and will

decide peacefully this question yourselves,
see for Kansas immediate . eareer of

power, progress and prosperity, unsurpass-
ed in the history of the world. I see the
peaceful establishment of our State' Con-
stitution, it ratification by the people and
our immediate admission into the Union,
the rapid extinguishment of Indian title,
and the occupancy , of those lands .by set-
tlers and cultivators; the diffusion of uni-
versal education for the
actual settlers, the State rapidly intersect
ed; br a. , net - work railroads; our
churches, schools, colleges, and Umvers- -

J ty, carryingwestward the progress of law,

confidence in the stability of our ir.sti- -' ing with profound interest the struggle
tut ions, give a new impulse to all our j now impending in Kansas. Whether we
industry, and us onward in a career i are competent to

progress and prosperity, exceeding even i cr we can decide this controversy peace-o- ur

most sanguine a new i fully for ourselves by our own with- -
r I." mi a ! . , i ..1 .i r .

j
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religion, -- liberty and civilization? our
town, cities and villages prosperous and
progressing, v our farms teeming with
abundant products, and; greatly apprecia-
ted in valueand peace, happiness and
prospertv smiling throughout our borders.
With proper clauses: in our Constitution,
and the peaceful arbitrament of this ques-
tion, Kansas . may become . the model
State of the American Union.' She may
bringdown upon as from North to South,
from East to West,the praises and blessings
of every patriotic American, and of .every
friend of throughout, the
world, he mav record her name on the
proudest page of the history of our coun
try and of the world, and as the youngest
and last lorn child of American Union, all
will hail and regard her with respect and
affection.1

On the other hand, if you cannot thus in
peacefully decide this question, fraud, vi-

olence and injustice will reign supreme
throughout our liorders, and we will have of
achieved the undying infamy of having
destroyed tho liberty of onr country, and
of the world. We will liecome a by word
of reproach and obloquy ; and all history
will record the fact, that Kansas was the
srave of the American Union. Never
was so momentous a question submitted
to the decision of any people ; and we
cannot avoid the alternatives now placed
before us of glory or of shame.

May that over-rulin- g Providence who
brought our forefathers in safety to James- -
town and Plymouth, who watched over
our colonial pupilage ; who convened our
ancestors in harmonious councils, on the
birth-da- y of American Independence;
who gave us Washington, and carried us it
successfully through the struggles and
perils of the revolution ; who assembled,
in 1787, that noble band of patriots and
statesmen from- - North and South who
framed the Federal Constitution, who has
augmented our numbers from three mil-

lions to thirty millions, has carried us
from the eastern slope of the Alleghanies,
through the great vallies of the Ohio,
Mississippi and Missouri, and now salutes
our standard on the shores of the Pacific,
rouse in our hearts a love of the whole
Union, and a patriotic devotion to the
whole country may it extinguish or con
trol all sectional passions and prejudice,
and enable us to conduct to a suceesslul
conclusion the great experiment of self--
government now lieing made within our
lioundanes.

Is it uot infinitely better that slavery
should be abolished or established in Kan-

sas, rather than that we should liecome
slaves and not permitted to govern our-
selves. Is the absence or existence of
slavery in Kansas paramount to the great
questions of State sovereignty, of

and of the Union? Is the
sable African alone entitled to your sym-
pathy and consideration, even if he were
happier as a freeman than as a slave, either
here, or in St. Domingo, or the British
West Indies, or Spanish America, where
the emancipated slave has receded to
barbarism and approaches the lowest point
in the descending scale of moral, physi-
cal, and intellectual degradation. Have
our white brethren of the Great American
and European race no claims nKn our
attention ? Have they no rights or inter-
ests entitled to regard ami protection ?
Shall the destiny of the African in Kansas a
exclude all considerations connected with
our own happiness and prosperity ? And
is it for the handful of that race now in
Kansas, or that may be hereafter introdu-
ced, tliat we should subvert the Union,
and the great principles of
ment and State sovereignty, and imbrue
our hands in the blood of our countrymen !

Important as this African question may
lie in Kansas, and which it is your solemn
right to determine, it sinks into insignifi-

cance comjiared with the jierpctuity of
the Union and the final successful estal-lishme-

of the principles of State sover-
eignty, and free government. If patriot-

ism, if devotion to the (Constitution and
love of the Union, should not induce the
minnrilr npiuli1 tit tllA maiftritr On tlllS

question let'them reflect, that in no evend -

can the, minority successfully determine
this question permanently, and that in no
contingency will Congress admit Kansas
as. a slave or free State, unless a majority
of tlie people of Kansas shall first have
fairly and freely decided this question
for themselves by a direct vote on the
adoption of the Constitution, excluding all
fraud or violence. The minority, in re--

i sisting the will of the majority, may in--

bring ujion her reproach and obloquy, and
destroy her progress and prosperity ; they
may keep her for years out of the Union,
and, in the whirlwind of agitation, sweep
away the government itself. But Kansas
never can be brought into the Union with
or without slavery, except by a previous
solemn decision fully, freely and. fairly
made by a majority of her jieople in voting
for or against the adoption of her State
Constitution. Whv, then, should this
just, peaceful and constitutional mode of
settlement meet wun opposition lruiu
any quarter ? Is Kansas willing to de-

stroy her own hopes of prosperity merely
that she mav afford political capital to any
partv, and perpetuate the agitation of
slavery tnrougaoui me tuiuu - j
to become a mere theme for agitators in
other States, the theater on which they
shall perform the bloody drama of treason
and disunion ? Does she want to see the
solemn acts of Congress, the decision of
the people of the union in the recent
election, the Ie:rislative. executive, and
judicial authorities of the country all
nvrtKmwn and revolution and civil war
inaugurated throughout her limits ? Does
she want to be M, bleeding Kansas " for the
benefit of political agitators within or out
of her limits, or does she prefer the peace
ful and quiet artatraraenx ot tun quesuon
for herself t - What benefit will the great
body of the peojie of Kansas derive from
these agitations ? They may fbr a brief
period, give consequence and power to
political leaders and agitators ; but it is at
the expense of the happiness and welfare
of the great body of the people of this

' ' 'Territory. -

; - Those who oppose slavery in Kansas do
not base their opposition upon any philan-
thropic principles, or .any. sympathy for
the African race. For in their
constitution, framed at Topeka, they deem

that entire race so inferior and degraded,
st tA Trlb them all forever from Kaa- -

I sas, whether they be bond or free, thus
depriving tnem 01 aii nguw
nving even that they can b citizens cf
the United States, for if they are citizens

they could not constitutionally be exiled
or excluded from Kansas. : Yet such
clause inserted in the Tope'Ea Constitution
w.. miSmitted hr that CoTLrentioa for the
Tote of the people, aad raided fcera by

overwhelming majority of the anti-slave- ry ?

party. This party here, therefore, Has,:
in the most positive manner, affirmed the
constitutionality of that portion of tho V,

recent decision of Supreme Court of the '

United States, declaring that. Africans are
not citizens of the United States.- -

This is the more important inasmuch as
thia Topcka Constitution was ratified, with
this clause inserted, by the entire Repub-

lican party in Congress, thus distinctly af-

firming the recent decisions of the Sa-pre-

Court of the Union, that Africans are
not citizens of the United States, for if
citizens they mav be elected to all offices

state and national, including the pxesidra
cy itself; they must be placed upon a ba-

sis of perfect equality with the. whites,
serve with them in the militia, on the
bench, the Legislature, the jury box, vote

all elections, meet us in social inter- -
course," and intermarry freely with the
whites. Thisdoctrine of the perfect equality

the white with the black in all respects
whatsoever, social and political, clearly fol-

lows from the position that Africans are cit-

izens of tho United States. Nor is the
Supreme Court of the Union less clearly
vindicated by the position now assumed
here by tlie published creed of this party,
that the people of of Kansas, in forming
their State Constitution,(and not Congress,)
must decide this question of slavery, for
themselves. Having thus sustained the
Court on both" the controverted points de-- '

cided by that tribunal, it is hoped they
will not approve the anarchcal and revo-
lutionary proceedings in other States, ex-

punging tlie Supreme Court from our system
by depriving it of the great power for which

was created, of expounding tie Consti-

tution. If that be done, we canhaTO in
fact no unity of government or fundamen-
tal law, but just as many ever varying
Constitutions as passion, prejudice and lo-

cal interests may from time to time pre-
scribe in the thirty-on- e States of the
Union, '

I have endeavored heretofore faintly to
foreshadow the wonderful prosperity which
would follow at once in Kansas, the peace-
ful and filial settlement of this question.
But if it should be in the power of agita-
tors to prevent such a result, nothing but
ruin will pervade our territory. Confi-

dence will expire, and law and order will
be subverted. Anarchy and civil war will
be among us. All prop-
erty will greatly depreciate in value.
Even the lest farms will become almost
worthless'. Our towas and cities will sink
into decay. Emigration into our territory
will cease. A mournful train of returning
settlers, with ruined hopes and blasted for-

tunes will leave our borders. All who
have purchased property at present prices
will be sacrificed, and Kansas will be mark-

ed by universal ruin and desolation.
Nor will the mischief be arrested here.

It will extend into every other State.
Despots will exult over the failure here of
the great principles of
and the approachiug downfall of our con-

federacy. The pillars of the Union will
rock upon their base, and.we may close
the next presidential conflict, amid the
scattered fragments of the Constitution of v

ouronce happy and united people. The ban-

ner of the stars and stripes, the emblem of
our country's glory, will be rent by con-

tending factions. We shall no longer have
country. The friends of human liberty

in other realms will shrink despairing from
the conflict. Despotic power will resume
its sway throughout the world, and man
will have tried in vain the last experi-
ment of The architect
of our country's ruin, the assassins of her
peace and iirosperity, tvill share the same
common ruin of all our raCC. - They will
meet, whilst Jiving, the tyfter curses of a
ruined people, whilst history will record z
their only epitaph: TJtesevxre the destroy-
ers of ike American Union, of Vae liUrtits if
tJteir country arul of Vte world.

But I do not despair of the Republic. My
hope is in the patriotism and intelligence
of the people; in their love of country, of
Liberty, and of the Union. Especially is
mv confidence unbounded in the hardy
pioneers and fttlen of the West It was
am.u rcitma "r.Constitution and the Unionwhom I long
represented in the Senate of the United
States, and whose rights and interests it
was my pride and pleasures there as well as
in the Treasury Department, to protect and
advocate. It was men like these whose
rifles drove back the invader from the
plains of Orleans, and planted the stars and
stripes upon the victorious fields of Mexico.
These are the men whom gold cannot cor-

rupt, nor foes intimidate. From their
towns and villages, from their farms and
cottages, spread over the beautiful prairies
of Kansas, they will come forward now in
defence of the Constitution and the Union.
These are the glorious legacy they received
from our fathers, and they will transmit to
their children the priceless heritage. Be-

fore the peaceful power of their Bufirage,

this dangerous sectional agitation will dis-

appear, and peace and prosperity once
more reign throughout our borders. In the
hearts of this noble band of patriotic sttlers,
the love of their country and of the Union
is inextinguishable. ' It leaves them not in
death, but follows them into that higher
realmwhere, with Washington and Frank-li- n

and their noble compatriots, they look
down with undying affection upon their
Country, and offer up their fervent prayers
that the Union and tne Constitution may
be perpetual. For recollect, my fellow cit-

izens, that it is the Constitution that makes
the Union, and unless that immortal In-

strument, bearing the name of the Father
of his Country, shall be maintained entire
in all its wise provision jwkj

antees, our free institutions must perish,

Mv reliance also is cashakea upon the
same overruling ProvidenT who has car-- ri

ti triiimnhantlv through SO jnanypeT--
Us nd conflicts, who has lifted us to
height of power, and prosperity unexam-

pled in history, and, if we shall maintain
tbe Constitution and the Union,poinbi us to
afuture more glorious and sublime thaa the
mind can conceive or pen describe. The
march of our country's destiny, like that of
His first chosen people, is marked by the
foot-prin- ts of the step of God. The Con-

stitution and the Union are the clouds by
dav, and the pillar of fire by night" which
will carry us safely under his guidance
through the wilderness and bitter waters,

into promised and ever extending fields of
our country's glory. It i His hand which
beckons us onward in the pathway of
peaceful progress and expansion, power

andrenowntIl ocointh
tant future! Wf ?Z

tracted hrbanner,the American
tyurexample, all thenaiion. rfttai4
through many trials and sacr.gees, sbJl es-

tablish the great priaciplesof onr cots---

Scnai: cccrcf t4stStO.
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